
ONGOING
Repeated 

flood events

WHERE HAVE WE BEEN & WHERE ARE WE GOING? 
2015 - today

City-initiated flood-
risk reduction

2006 - today 
Community-led 
neighborhood 
improvements

partners 

tomorrow
Williamson 

Creek Greenbelt 
as resilient 

connected space

Floodplains in Texas cities are expanding as storms become more intense and more frequent with 
climate change. As a result, urban communities increasingly face the dual challenge of protecting 
human lives and sustainably managing flood-prone urban landscapes. 

Williamson Creek in South Austin has been continually ravaged by floods over the last two 
decades. As a result, the City of Austin and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers partnered on a buyout 
process beginning in 2015. With 17.8 acres of flood buyout properties, combined with 58.3 acres 
of underutilized park-land, the central portion of Williamson Creek represents an opportunity to re-
imagine this floodplain as a resilient collective and connected space in partnership with an ethnically 
and socioeconomically diverse community.

Public Green Wild/Events ExploreWilliamsonCreek PublicGreenWild@gmail.com

today
CENTRAL WILLIAMSON CREEK VISIONING & ACTIVATION

create 
Collective 

Vision

Community events Small area 
implementation 

PLANS 
3/03  Creek Stomp
3/17  Creek Stomp
4/27  City Nature Challenge
5/25  HELLO! Summer Block Party
6/01  National Trails Day

Greenway
a community-led vision for a resilient and connected urban floodplain
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S u n d a y 
March 3
1:00-3:00pm

an invitation to ....

SAVE THE DATES for other opportunities to Explore! Williamson Creek: 
03/02 	
03/03 
04/20
04/27

05/25
06/01
06/02

Brought to you by: 
Public Green & Wild, 
Austin Community Design 
& Development Center, 
and The Nature 
Conservancy 

Contact: PublicGreenWild@gmail.com 
512.351.5576

BYO 
REUSABLE

WATER 
BOTTLE

It’s My Park Day creek clean-up 
Explore! Williamson Creek
Keep Austin Beautiful Day 
City Nature Challenge 

HELLO! Summer Block Party
National Trails Day 
Just Bike It! 

Come Explore!  WIlliamson Creek with us 
amble, ramble or hike 

“know your watershed”
plant & tree identification
fossils, tracks and scat

& other FUN facts

Meet at: 
Emerald Wood 

Community Garden
611 Emerald Wood 

@ S. 1st

Public Green Wild/Events



SAVE THE DATES for other 
opportunities to Explore! 
Williamson Creek: 

03/02 

	
03/03 

04/20

04/27

05/25

06/01

06/02

It’s My Park Day 
creek clean-up 

Explore! 
Williamson Creek

Keep Austin 
Beautiful Day 

City Nature 
Challenge

HELLO! Summer 
Block Party

National Trails Day 

Just Bike It! 

S u n d a y 
March 3
1:00-3:00pm

l o v e  l e t t e r 

Dear Williamson C, 

When we first met, 
you looked ______ 
_______________ 
_______________. 
You  reminded me 
of _____________ 
_______________. 
What I most enjoy 
about you is _____
_______________ 
_______________.  
Here we are after 
all this time and I 
still long to ______ 
_______________. 
I look forward to 
_______________ 
in the years to come.  

___________ yours, Public Green Wild/Events ExploreWilliamsonCreek PublicGreenWild@gmail.com
Brought to you by: Public Green & Wild, Austin Community Design & Development Center, and The Nature Conservancy 



Texas
Mountain 

Laurel

break up letter 

Dear Will, 

So… I’ve been 
doing a lot of 
thinking. I really want 
to talk to you about 
________________ 
________________. 
I thought we were 
meant to be until 
________________ 
________________. 
Now you make me 
feel_____________ 
________________.  
Looking to the 
future, I really hope 
________________ 
________________.                

Take a hike! 
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A Riparian Zone (the area of land adjacent to 
the creek) acts as a buffer between the aquatic and 

terrestrial environments, serving to minimize impacts to water 
quality and quantity. These are the riparian buffer widths 

required to provide ecosystem services. 

The iNaturalist app helps you identify 
the plants and animals around you!

W
ha

t d
id you find on your Explore! William

son C
reek today?

Raccoon 
tracks 

White-
tailed 
Deer

Gray Fox tracks

Poison 
Ivy

CAUTION!

Cephalopod 
Fossil

Red-
shouldered 

Hawk

Exogyra



What else do you want to share? 
¿Qué más quisiera compartir?

What else do you want to know? 
¿Qué más quisiera saber? 

Are you interested in participating in future 
events? (please provide contact info) 

¿Está interesado en participar en eventos 
futuros? (por favor provea información de contacto)

What else do you want to share? 
¿Qué más quisiera compartir?

What else do you want to know? 
¿Qué más quisiera saber? 

Are you interested in participating in future 
events? (please provide contact info) 

¿Está interesado en participar en eventos 
futuros? (por favor provea información de contacto)

creating a community-led vision 
for the Williamson Creek greenbelt

creando una visíon comunitaria para el 
corredor de Williamson Creek

creating a community-led vision 
for the Williamson Creek greenbelt

creando una visíon comunitaria para el 
corredor de Williamson Creek



WILLIAMSON CREEK IN  ONE WORD
WILLIAMSON CREEK EN UNA PALIABRA 

BEEN HERE BEFORE?¿HA ESTADIO AQUI ANTERIORMENTE? 

IF  SO WHERE?¿EN DÓNDE?  
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S u n d a y 
March 17
1:00-3:00pm

an invitation to ....

SAVE THE DATES for other opportunities to Explore! Williamson Creek: 
03/17 
04/20
04/27

05/25
06/01
06/02

Brought to you by: 
Public Green & Wild, 
Austin Community Design 
& Development Center, 
and The Nature 
Conservancy 

Contact: PublicGreenWild@gmail.com 
512.351.5576

BYO 
REUSABLE

WATER 
BOTTLE

Explore! Williamson Creek
Keep Austin Beautiful Day 
City Nature Challenge 

HELLO! Summer Block Party
National Trails Day 
Just Bike It! 

Come Explore!  WIlliamson Creek with us 
amble, ramble or hike 

“know your watershed”
plant & tree identification
fossils, tracks and scat

& other FUN facts

Meet at: 
Emerald Wood 

Community Garden
611 Emerald Wood 

@ S. 1st

Public Green Wild/Events



Saturday 
A p r i l  2 7
10am-2pm

an invitation to ....

SAVE THE DATES for other opportunities to 
Explore! Williamson Creek: 

Brought to you by: Public Green & Wild, ACDDC, The Nature Conservancy, & the National Park Service  

04/27
05/25
06/01

City Nature Challenge 
HELLO! Summer Block Party
National Trails Day

Meet at: 
5307 Meadow 
Creek Circle

Please wear long pants & closed toe shoes and bring a reusable water bottle. 

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE
www.citynaturechallenge.org

Download the 
iNaturalist app to help  
identify the plants and 
animals around you!

Cities around the world will be 
competing to see who 
can make the most 
nature observations, 
find the most 
species, and 
engage the 
most people!

Public Green Wild/Events ExploreWilliamsonCreek PublicGreenWild@gmail.com

Meadow 

Creek Cir. 

Meadow Creek Dr.



Meadow Creek Dr. 
Radam Cir.

Salem
 H

ill D
r.

Emerald Forest Dr.

Lansing Dr.

your passport to

Fu
tu

re

 Vision . Active Spaces 

Cu

rrent Experiences . Local Archeolog
y  C

reek Challenges . Healthy Watersh
ed

s

 C
reek Likes . Birdw

atching

Meadow Creek Dr. 
Radam Cir.

Salem
 H

ill D
r.

Emerald Forest Dr.

Lansing Dr.

your passport to

Fu
tu

re

 Vision . Active Spaces 

Cu
rrent Experiences . Local Archeolog

y  C

reek Challenges . Healthy Watersh
ed

s

 C
reek Likes . Birdw

atching



	 Dear Williamson C, 
When we first met, you looked ____________________
___________________________________________. 
You  reminded me of ___________________________
___________________________________________. 
What I most enjoy about you is ___________________
___________________________________________.  
Here we are after all this time and I still long to ________
___________________________________________. 
I look forward to _______________________________
__________________________ in the years to come.

  

l o v e  l e t t e r

Dear Will, 
So… I’ve been doing a lot of thinking. I really want to talk 
to you about __________________________________
___________________________________________. 
I thought we were meant to be until ________________
___________________________________________. 
Now you make me feel__________________________
___________________________________________.  
Looking to the future, I really hope _________________
___________________________________________.                
Take a hike!  

b r e ak  up  l e t t e r

Brought to you by: Public Green & Wild, ACDDC, The Nature Conservancy, & the National Park Service  
Public Green Wild/Events ExploreWilliamsonCreek PublicGreenWild@gmail.com
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Dear Will, 
So… I’ve been doing a lot of thinking. I really want to talk 
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Brought to you by: Public Green & Wild, ACDDC, The Nature Conservancy, & the National Park Service  
Public Green Wild/Events ExploreWilliamsonCreek PublicGreenWild@gmail.com
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FUTURE VISION 
What is your dream for Williamson Creek? 

How would things be different if your dreams for Williamson 
Creek came true? 

Where could this be most impactful? (pin it & connect your string) 
How does the area you are in now make you feel today?
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How does the area you are in now make you feel today?
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How does the area you are in now make you feel today?
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CREEK CHALLENGES 
What challenges do you have in experiencing Williamson 
Creek as a neighborhood amenity? 

Do other people face these challenges too? 

Where do you see this the most? (pin it & connect your string) 
How does the area you are in now make you feel today?
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How does the area you are in now make you feel today?
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CREEK LIKES
Use 3 words to describe a place that makes you feel 
comfortable and a sense of belonging. 

How could these feelings be achieved in Williamson Creek? 

Where are you most likely to feel belonging in Williamson Creek? 
(pin it & connect your string) 

How does the area you are in now make you feel today?
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